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7th. It will be observed in this comparative table, that
the disproportion in time, greatly exceeds that of distance,
and this arises from the very tedious nature of the river navi-
gation from Calcutta to Assam and Sylhet, which the exten-
sive swamps and marshes of the intervening tract of country
render it impossible to exchange for any more expeditious
mode of conveyance, however urgent may be the necessity
for doing so. The Burhampooter, Soormah, and Kosseearah
rivers, are the only lines of communication upon which reli-
ance can safely be placed, and were it even practicable for
troops to advance by land, the supplies and military stores
for a division intended to operate from either Assam or Mu-
neepoor, must in the one case proceed up the Burhampooter
to Rung-poor, and in the other by the Kosseearah and Soor-
mah to Banskandee in Cachar.

8th. For either of the other route* via Aengand Rangoon,
we have on the contrary, the unlimited command of an ex-
tensive and open sea communication for nearly two -thirds of
the total distance to be accomplished, and can avail ourselves
of every advantage to be derived from the shipping of the
port, in conveying troops, stores and cattle to the point of
rendezvous, by a passage to Kyouk Phvoo of five days, and
to Rangoon of twelve; while the same time would barely
suffice to convey such boats as our troops and stores are gene-
rally embarked upon, from Calcutta to Burrisal or Dacca,
and this evil of dilatory communication must continue to be
felt throughout the campaign, whether terminated in one sea-
son or protracted to three.

9th. These remarks apply witu even greater force to an
advance from Muneepoor than Assam, as in the former case
we get involved in a difficult and mountainous country at a
point 490 miles distant from the object of attack, while in the
latter, the same obstacles are only encountered after leaving
Beesa, which is not more than 400 miles from the capital of
Ava. The passage of the Patkoee mountain which separates
Assam from the northern Shan provinces of Ava, is repre-
sented by the several natives who have effected it, as easy
when compared with the precipitous ascents and declivities